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The appointed time,and manner of Man's death, 
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HE Anthor of this Sermon being a Lower 
of Humility, had no ambition or purpoſe 
to deliver a written Copy thereof: but it was 

obtained from him by the very earneſt deſire and 
importunity of - one of his Friends and Neighbours. 
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Heb. IX. 2 of 


And it is appointed unto men once to dye, and af: 
ter this the judgment. 


unto any Man or Woman living, than 
ſo to ſteer their courſe, and order 
; their affairs while they are in thi; 
*& World, as that they may infallibly at- 
A) . tain eternal Life and Happineſs with 
RLTATFTXNE Almighty God in the World to come : 
No man can poflibl#deny this, but he muſt abſolutely 
quit his Reaſon. And there are no matters to be con- 
ſidered of, more uſeful and conducible unto this moſt 
neceſſary and bleſſed purpoſe, than Death and Judg- 
ment; for when a man ſhall ſeriouſly bethink with him- 
ſelf, That after he hath ſpent a little while here 1n this 
World, he muſt dye; and not only ſo, but immediately 
paſs from death, to a ſevere and ſtri& account before 
Gods higheſt Tribunal, about all the paſlages and parti- 
culars of his whole Life, and anſwer there for every 
thought, word and aCtion, not one of them excepted ; 
and according to the account which he ſhall render a- 
bout them, whether good or bad, he is preſently to un- - | 
dergo an irrevocable doom and ſentence, either of Glory | 
or Torment 3 he will think himſelf highly concerned to 
examin throughly his Life, and find out how his matters 
ſtand, to calt a mournful and penitent refle&ion upon 
whatſoever he diſcovers to be amiſs, to ſteer to his utter- | 
A 2 4 moſt 


me 
moſt againſt preſent evils, and to uſe the beſt care he can 

to prevent (ins for the time to come 3 his heart will be 

moſt wofully perplexed and afflicted, until he hath made 

his peace with God, ſued out his paidon, got his Soul 

waſh'd white with the Blood of Chriſt, his nature chan- 

ged, his heart renewed, his life reſtored, his accounts 

ready, and himſelf prepared to avoid that condemna- 

tion, and to obtain that abſolution; both which, are 

but a little way before him. 

Theſe two infinitely Soul-concerning points, ( viz. ) 
Death and Judgment, are offered to our ſerious medita- 
tion, and practical improvement, in the words which 7 
have now choſen for my Text. They are brought in by 
way of Similitude, and do make up a Protaſts, or firit 
part of the Similitude; the Apodoſis or latter part of 
the Similitude, in the following Verſe and words after my 
Text, compleats and perfefts them. The whole 
runs thus : And as it is appointed unto men once to dye, 
and after this the judgment : So Chriit was ance offered 
to bear the ſins of many, and unto them that look for 
him, he ſhall appear the ſecond time without ſin unto ſal. 
vation. 

The occaſion of the Similitude (part of which is my 
Text) take briefly thus. 

The great drift of this Epiſtle, is to exalt the Pricſt- 
hood of Chriſt above the Prieſthood of Aaron; thereby 
more effeQually to draw off the Hebrews from this ob- 
ſervation of the Levitical Ordinances, (unto which they 
were too much inclined ) unto the ſimplicity of the Go. 
fpel (unto which they were ſomewhat: too averſe) to 
prevent the danger of their Apoſtacy from the Faith of 
Chriſt, unto which they were like to be fore urged and 
tempted-by the force of perſecution, 

o compals this deſign, the Apoſile ſets forth in this E- 
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C3) 
piſtle the excellency of Jeſus Chriſt, both as to his Per. 
ſon and Prieſthood. 

1. In hisPerſon: In the firſt part of the Epiſtle he 
ſhews that Chriſt, in reſpect of his Perſon, was above 
men and Angels : That he was not meer man, but God- 
man in one perſon, and the very Son of God by eternal 
Generation, Chap. 1. That by his miniſtry the Law was 
given, not only as God, Chap, 1, but alſo as Man, Ch. 2. 
That his Office was above Moſes his Office, Chap. 3. And 
Chap. 3, and 4, he threatens them, if they ſhould not 
embrace and ſtick to Chriſts Doctrine. 

2. Inhis Prieſthood: The Apoſtle thews Chap. 5, that 
Chriſts Prieſthood was above the Levitical Pric(thood, 
and that he was a more excellent High Prieſt than either 
Aaron or any of his Succeſſors. In Chap. 9, he ſets up 
Chriſt above Aaron, or any of his Order, on many ac- 
counts ( Ex. Gr. )' 

1. They were but Types, and he the Antitype; they 
ſhadowed and figured out him, ſo that Chriſt as far e&x- 
ceeds them, as the ſubſtance doth the ſhadow. 

2. The Blood offer'd by. the Aaronical High-Prieſts, 
was the blood of Bulls and Goats; but the Blood which 
this High Prieſt offer'd, was his own perſonal Blood 3 
theirs purg'd only the Fleſb, his the Conſcience, Yer. 
13, 14, 

of They carried their Blood into the Holieſt made with 
hands (viz. the innermolt part of the Tabernacle z but 
Chriſt had carried his into Heaven it felf, the truly $2n- 
Gum SanForum a place made without hands, 2 Cor. 5. 
1, and was there appearing in the preſence of God for 
us 3 as he ſhews, Verſe 14. 

4. And Laſtly, Whereas the High Prieſts under the 
Law offered often, and went once every year into the 
Holieſt of allz Chriſt only offered his Sacrifice once for 
all, 


all, and went but once into Heaven, and there he a- 
bides, Yerſ. 26. And to prove that this is ſufficient, he 
makes ule of this Similitude ( part of which my Text is) 
and ſhewerh that Chriſt neither could nor ſhould ſuffer 
oftner than once, from the common Law laid upon 
man of dying once 3 which Law, Chriſt whoſe perſon 
was infinitely more excellent than the perſons of all men 
put together, ſ:tisfied this Law: I fay, ſo excellent a per- 
ſon asChriſt having once ſatisfied by dying,when he ofter- 
ed up himſelf. there is no reaſon he ſhould offer himſelf 
again, and ſodye again. But as judgment follows death, 
ſo Chriſt having at his firſt appearagce born the (ins of 
his Ele&, and as their Surety ſatisfied Geds Juſtice for 
them by his once dying; So his next appearance would 
be to judgment. when and where, as a glorious Judg, 
and Lord Chief Juſtice of Heaven, he would finally and 
openly before men and Angels, juftiie and abſolve all 
his ele& and true members from their (ins, and adjudg 
them unto Heaven and Salvation : My Text holds forth 
to our ſerious conſideration, Two moſt material and 
Soul-concerning points. 
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1. Death in the firſt branch of the Text : It is ap- 
pointed nnto man once to dye. 

2. Judgment, in the laſt clauſe: And after this the 
judgment. 

So that the Dofrines contained for our inſtruction and 
ſpiritual improvement, are theſe Two ( viz. ) 

1. DoFrine, That death is a thing appointed by God 
unto all menz or God hath appointed that all men hal! 
once dye. 

2. DoFrine, That there is a judgment beyond death, 
and an eternal condition that abideth for all men. 

The firſt of theſe ſhall only be treated of at this time. 
1, The 
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7, The firſt Doctrine, Death 1s a thing appointed by 
God untoall:men : or, God hath appointed that all men 
ſhall once dye. 

God (1 fay_) hath appointed it, or Death is a thing 
that is appointed by God himſelf: For though this be not 
Syllabetically expreſled in my Text, yet it may be very 
rationally collected from it : For who ſhall impoſe a ne- 
cellity of dying upon all men, but he who is more than 
all men, and above all men, who is the maker, preſer- 
yer, and moſt rightful owner, Lord, Governor, and ſu- 
pream Judg of all men? And who can this be but God 
alone? Well then, Death is appointed, and by God it 
is appointed, If this will not fatisfie, we may ſpeak 
more of it anon, 

[ ſhall ( God willing) propoſe unto my ſelf, and pro- 
ſecute this following method. 

Firſt, We ſhall ſpeak of the thing appointed, namely 
Death. 

Secondly, The Perſons to whom it 1s appointed, name- 
ly Mer. 

Thirdly, When it was appointed unto them. . 

Fourthly, Why, and wherefore it is thus appointed 
unto them, 

Fifthly and Laſtly, What is the Uſe which we are to 
make of it. 

1. We (hall ſpeak of the thing it ſelf appointed, 
namely, Death. 

Death, according to a Philoſophical account, may be 
thus dehaed ;, Crmminm anime fund ionum ceſſatio propter- 
compoſiti-difſſolutionem. The pallages in this deſcription 
diſtinguiſh Death trom Sleep : For 1n Sleep there is ſome 
kind of, ceſſation of. the operations of the Soul ; ſome 
of its operations do ceaſe, or rather areſuſpended for the 
preſent, bytinot all: For when a man ſleeps, his Pulſe 

CON» 


continues beating, and* he continues breathing. The(c 
things are more principally neceſlary for the preſerving 
of Life z as in Winter ( whichs as it were a lleep of na- 
ture) Trees do not grow, neither do they yield forth 
leaves and fruit, yet they live, as appears by their nouriſh- 
ment; ſoin (leep a man lives, only ſome operations of 
the Soul are ſuſpended, but not all. But the difference 
between Sleep and Death, is this : In Sleep, ſome. in 
Death, all the operations of the Soul do ceaſe. In (Icep. 
the Soul and Body are conjuaCt, and continue their Uni- 
on; in death, there is diſ/olutio compoſeti, man as it were 
taken in pieces, divided aflunder. Death, according to 
a Theological and Scripture-account, may be thus de- 
ſcribed ; It is the departure of the Soul from the Body; 
mans going out of one world into another ; his remoyal 
out of Time into Eteraity. 

1. Death is ſometime called the departure of Soul and 
Body too out of the World. Now /etteſft thou thy ſervant 
depart 'in peace according to thy word. Man goes to his 
long home, Ecclel. 12.5. I go the way of all the earth, 
ſaid Joſhua, Jolb. 23. 14. And T go away, faith our 
Lord Chriſt at his 'death, Joh 16.5. Here i is to be 
underſtood, the Totum Compoſitum, the Soul and Body. 

2. Death is called the departure of the Soul from the 
Body the death of Rachel is thus deſcribed, Gen. 35. 
18, It :came to paſs as ber ſoul was departing, for ſi: 
dyed. 
"Now touching Death, we ſhall-prove two things. 

1. That Death is appointed as tothe certain | 
_of it. Here in the Text it is ſaid, That z7t & appointed 
_ unto all men once to dye. Aninilew | Hoc loco wſurpatur 
pro ſtatutum, definitum; conſlitutum eſt." g8cilicet divins 
conſilio ac judicio. Gerhard. 3x Lde. Theolog. }Þ- Death 
" doth not come by chance and atcidemt, [I would be un- 
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C7) 
derſtood here in refpe&t of God, not man. To man, oz 
in reſpe& of man, death doth many times come by chance 
and accidentally ] but it is a matter fore-devermined and 
appointed, Eccle/. 3. I, 2, To every thing there is a ſca- 
ſon, and a time to every purpoſe under the whole heavens 3 
and in particular, there is 4 time to be born, and a tine to 
dye, Job 7.1. Job 14-14. Gods providence reacheth 
to the ſmalleſt things, the falling of the Leaves from rt! 
Trees ; the guiding and flying of Arrows ; there is no- 
thing in any of theſe caſes, that happens without the or- 
dering, guiding and fſuperintendence of Divine Prayi- 
dence : How muci more are the births and deaths 05 
men determin'd by God's Providence 2 Man is born to 
dye, as well as to undergo trouble, Job 5. 7. 

2, That death ( as to all the particular circumſtances of 
it ) is fore-appointed and determined by Gods eterna! 
purpoſe. ; 

1. As to thetime when a man ſhall dye : Itmuſt be at 
ſuch a time, ſuch a day, ſuchan hour, and ſuch a mo- 
ment, Job 14.5, Mans days are determined, the number 
of his months are with thee, thou haſt ſet his bounds, be- 
ond which he cannot paſs. A man may eſcape many 
dangers and fickneſles, in a moſt ſtrange and wonderfu] 
manner; but when the time appointed 1s come, away h« 
muſt go. t 


Object, But in the caſe of Hezekiah, an e5jeTion may 
be ſtarted againit the Dofrine now delivered. After 
Hetekiah had received a meſſage of death, he upon his 
prayers and tears receives a quite contrary meſſace; God 
tells him, be would add unto his days fifteen years ; whieb 
ſhews that either Hezekiah's days were not dctermined, or 
elſe that God came to a new appointment. 


B y Anſwer, 


Es. Ee ns Hd 


I <6 | hs. WIS, 5 bs Gd Ae Pit. 7 I, 
rn — "K- 2: 4. £-.. tO 4 +» HAY ane coo ABR TIEN _— 


-——— 


Se ur een RT TY 


- %J «+ ou 


£8) 
Anſw. The Fifteen you added to Hezekiah's Life, 
were added to Hezekiah's date, not to Gods. Hezekiah 
look'd upon himſelf as a dead man, that he ſhould dye of 
that very ſickneſs, and fo in all likelihood did his belt 
Phyſicians, for he was ſick of the Plague 3 but both he 
and they were deceived: for God in his unchangeable 
purpoſe, had appointed Fifteen years more unto Heze- 


kiah's Lite. 


Obje&. Solomon ſaith, Ecclel. 7. 17, Be not over- 
much wicked, neither be thou fooliſh, why ſhouldeſs thoy 
dye before thy time £ 


Anſw. He that dyes before his time, dyes not before 
the time which God hath determined ; an unſeaſonable 
death to man, doth not prevent Gods ſeaſon : To clear 
which, we miſt diſtinguiſh about death, which is Two- 
old, 

Firſt, Natural; Secondly, Violent. A man that dyes 
a violent death, is ſaid to dye before his time which he 
might have reached unto by the courſe of nature; Sin 
cuts him off, before God cuts him off : But then God 
cuts him off for ſin. Thus many dye before their time; 
and except in this ſenſe, no man dyes-before his time, 
This is Solomon's meaning in that place betore mentioned, 
Be not overmuch wicked, for why ſhouldeſt thow dye before 
thy time? ( H.E. ) Give not up thy ſelf ro wickedneſs, 
leſt the Magiſtrate ( who beareth not the Sword in vain) 
call thee to an account, and ſend thee to the Grave by 
the hand of Juſtice, before ſickneſs and old Age ſend 
thee thither. 


ObjeCt. 1t is ſaid in the fifth Commandment, Honour 
thy Father and thy Mother, -that thy.days may be lon 
) 
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Sc.) which carries this threat with it, that if thou diſ+ 

ononreſt thy Father and Mother, thy days ſhall be ſhorten- 
ed: whence it may be argued, that the lengthning and 
ſhortning of mans days, depends upon his own aFing, obedi- 
ence, or diſobedience ; not upou the ſentence or decree sf 
God : For if mans Life cannot be lengthned and ſhortned 
beyond its ſet time, Where lies the motive or ſtrength of 
your Argument © 


Anſw. To this may be anſwered, That the eyplicite 
promiſe of long Life, and implicite threat of ſhortning 
our days, doth not inforce a mutability of the appoint- 
ments of God about the date of our days ; but only holds 
forth a token, or evidence, who they are to whom God 
hath deſigned many days ( viz.) ſuch as are obedient to 
their Parents 3 and who they are to whom God hath de- 
ſigned but a few days, (viz, ) to ſuch as are diſobedient 
to their Parents; and neither of theſe holds alway and 
ſimply true, without any exception 5 but only ordi- 
narily. 


Objedt. Again, David ſaith, Pſal. 55. 23, That bloody 
and deceitful men, ſhall not live out half their days. And 
Pſal. 89. 45, The days of our youth haſt thou ſhortned. 
Now if our days may be halved and ſhortned, then our 
days are not determined or unalterable. 


Anſw. For anſwer tothis, you muſt know (Beloved) 
that there is a general and ſpecial, or perſonal limit of 
man's Life. | 

I, The | aeng Limit 1s Seventy or Eighty years, ?ſal. 
90. The few exceptions which fome have made by ex- 
ceeding this limit, weakens not this general Rule. 

2. Theres a particular limit upon every perſon ; the 

B 2 limit 
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6.) 
limit of one may be Forty years, when another is tied to 
Thirty, athird to Twenty, a fourth to Five, and a fifth 
perhaps may be tied to Four years; theſe are ſpecial Li- 
mits upon ſpecial men, Now when the Pſz/miſt ſaith, 
That a bloedy and deceitful man ſhall not live out balf his 
days; the meaning of it 1s, that he (hall not live out 
half the days of mans general limit: As ſuppoſe a bloody 
man be cut oft at Thirty, he hath not lived out half Sc- 
venty or Eighty years, Which are the common terms of 
Life preſcribed unto mankind, beyond which they cannot 
paſs 3 but this man lives out all the days of his ſpecial 
and perional limit, or all his days which are appointed as 
his portion in the Land of the living. Thus the bloodieſt 
man that 1s, let him dye when he wil!, dyes in the parti- 
cular ſeaſon appointed unto him. The length of our 
days, be it more or leſs, is by Gods appointment 3 let us 
come to the period of our Lives by what way or means 
loever, 

Thus for the time When, which is the firſt thing. 

2. The next circumſtance ſhall ſpeak of is, the place 
Where we muſt ( or it you will, rather where we ſhall ) 
dye ; this is allo appoimed by God, whether at home or 
abroad, whether in the field or in the houſe, whether in 
the lower or upper roofns, whether at table or by the fire- 
Ide, whether in the bed or in a chair. 

God told Aaron that he ſhould dye upon the Mount, 
Namb. 20.26. Paſhure, that he ſhould dye ia Babylon, 
Jer. 20. 6. Chriſt was- appointed to accompliſh his de- 
cea'e in Jeruſalem; there, and no where elſe, Euke 9.31. 
and Ads 4. 29. | 

3. Asto the manner of dying, or kind 'of death,. Me 
Modi Lethi,' as the Poet ſaith; whether it ſhall. be a ſud- 
den or a lingring death,  whethet 'tt ſhall be a natural or a 
violent death,” whether in Peace or in War, whether by 

ſick- 
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ſickneſs ( and by what ſickneſs) or by the hand of jus 
ſtice; whether by burnihg at the Stake, hanging on the 
Gallows, or loſing ones head on the Scaffold, Iſa: 22. 
18. Jer. I1. 12. Jer. 2 24 5. Fob. 12.31, 32. Joh. 21.19, 
Matt. 23. 34. 17. 4.19. A!l thee circumſtances, 1 
ſay, are appointed, determined, and limited by Gods 
unchangeable pur pole. 

To fatisfie us turther in the truth of theſe things, I ſha!l 
add the Authority and Teſtimony of a Reverend Father 
of our Church, not many years' ago deceaſed ; I mean 
Biſhop Hall, he hath this foll lowing j Peg in his Con. 
templations upon the death of Moſe 

Moſes muſt go up to Mount Ne 2 and dye: : the tr;e © the 
place, and every circumſtance of his diſſolution i ace 
mined, That one dye i511 the fie Id a: rother in his bod. a= 
mother in the water, anuther in « foreign nation, another 
in his own, 1s fore- -decreed in Heaven : And ther 'H we 
hear it not vocab), get God bath called every man by his 
name, and ſaith, dyc thou there. One man ſeems to dye 
caſually, another by an unexpedcd violence, both fall by a 
deſtiny 3 and all is ſet down to us by an cter;tal decree. He 
that brought as into the world, will carry as 5:t according 


to his own purpoſe. 
Thus far this Holy, Reverend, and Rem _ 
2. The perſons to whom death is appointed (viz.) ec. 


Queſt. But is it unto all mon £ 

4Anſw. Yes, unto all men; 7: 7; apjoinied unto men. 
This indefinite, 1s as good as ati \ aertal's ropolition 3 
It is appointed unto men once !o dy2. . Be they 1 what they 
will, Rich or Poor, High ur Low, \Jagiltrates or Peo- 
ple, Strong or Weak, Young or Ul, en, Women, or 
Children Wiſe or Fooliſh, "Good oi Bad, Holy or Un- 
holy ; their time is ſet, dye they roult when that is come, 
Pſal. 89. 48. Eccle/. 8. 8. Pſal. 49. 10. Ecclef. 9. 2, 
There 


(12) 
There it one event to the righteous and the wicked ( q. d.) 
both muſt dye, one ſo well as the other. What mar is 
he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death? (hall not dye? 
(9. d. ) There isno ſuch one, F/al. 39. 48. Rom. 5.12, 

Quelt. But what ſhall we think of Enoch and Elias? we 
do not read that they dyed, but that they were tranſlated; 
and one of them mounted np in a fiery Chariot into Hea- 
ven? 

Aſw. 1. Particular examples cannot weaken the force 
of a general Rule. Here are Two examples ( viz.) E- 
och and Elias: Where can you inſtance in Two more? 
Notwithſtanding theſe Two, *tis true, that death is the 
way of all the earth, 

Anſw. 2. Theſe Two were as much liable 1n them- 
ſelves unto the Law of mortality, as the reſt of mankind 
were ; theſe men were (inners, as well as others, and 
therefore deſerved to dye : what is ſaid of one of them, 
is true of both of them z they were men ſubject to like 
paſlions and infirmities as we are : They had both the 
moral and natural cauſes and principles of death in them; 
Sin deſerving, and weakneſs diſpoſing unto death, as well 
as others. Therefore 

Anſw.3. It was not for their perſonal extraordinary 
holineſs, but becauſe God had another deſign in it; 
Which was this, God tranſlates Enoch and Eligs; becauſe 
they were to be Types of Chriſts Reſurre&tion , and 
pledges and aſſurances of our ReſureCtion. 

Anſw. 4. Though they did not dye, yet they under- 
went a change that is equivalent to death z and ſo ſhall 
they who ſhall not dye, but be changed at the end of 
the World. 

3- But when was death appointed unto men? 

To this I anſwer. | 

1. In the counſel and purpoſe of God it was from al! 
Eter- 


( 13) 
Eternity., yet not without reſpe& to the Fall. 

2. This purpoſe of his was conditionally revealed 
and threatned in the (tate of Innocency, before mans fall 
in Paradice. I the day that thou eateſt of the tree of 
knowledg of good and evil, thou ſhalt dye the death (h. e.) 
thou ſhalt be liable unto death. God drew out Death's 
Commiſlion before the Fall, but did not ſet his hand and 
ſeal to it toconfirm it. 

3. Immediately after the Fall, God ſets his hand and 
ſeal to thiFCommiſſion, againſt all mankind, and delivers 
it into the hands of Death (as I may ſo expreſs my ſelf ) 
as hisown a and deed. See to this purpole, Gem. 3.19. 

4- But why, and wherefore is Death thus appointed 
unto men ? 

1, For Sins evil. 

2, For the Laws breaeh. 

3. For Gods Holineſs, and Infinite hatred againſt Sin. 

4- God's inflexible Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, Truth and 
Holineſs, oblig'd him to it. 

1. Sins Evil. Sin is direQly againſt Go1, an offence ta 
God, an affronting of God, a bold trampling upon his 
Majeſty ; it is the defacing of his Image, it is a kind of 
deicidium ; as God is the chiefe(t good, fo fin is the great- 
eſt evil: No wonder then,that ſo vile a thing as Sin ſhud 

procure Death to ſuch as have committed it. Death is the 
weges of (in, Rom. 6.23, Sin is the Devils work, but 
God is Sins pay-malter ; and the waves due to it is Death, 
Before Sin entred into the World, there was no ſuch thing 
as Death; we are betolding vnro S'n for Death, whi. h 
came 'nto the World treading vi! ou the heels of Sin. Sin 
Is the needle that makes way io: cath. and tor the whole 
thred of other evils, where with the days of arr liv are 
as it wee (ewed one norte oft er. UoOth Stn detace the 
Image of God, and deitroy thc 1.ic of Gud 12 man? Yea, 
(t 


(.14) 
it would un-God him, and pluck him from his Throne of 
Majeſty if it could z and is there not reaſon ſufficient the 
fianer ſhould dye for it ? 

2. The ſecond Reaſon 1s this, For the Laws breach 
He that commits ſin, tranſereſſeth alſo the law, for ſin i; 
the tranſereſſion of the law, 1 John 3.4. This Law wa; 
holy, juſt and good, Row. 7.12. A Law that was or- 
dained unto Liſe, a Law of Lite, ora Law that promiſed 
Life to the fulfillers of itz | Do this and [zve. | And is 1 
not juſt, that thoſe that break ſo holy, juſt affd good : 
Law of Life, ſhould be ovuniſhed with death for it ? Tt: 
the breakers of it ſhould find that commandment whic! 
was ordained unto Life, to be unto them Death. 

The third Reaſon, For God's Holineſs lake, and his In- 
finite hatred againſt Sin, Sin is the molt proper and chic: 
object of God's hatred, and the Ratio formalis of Go: 
hating any of his creatures; he hates them not as cre- 
tures, but only as ſinful creatures; he hates none becaulc 
poor, deaf, blind, maimed, fick, or men of low parts, 
or becauſe {lighted and deſpiſed by men ; I ſay he hates 
none on theſe accounts : But much, becauſe they are fin- 
ful, and willingly ſo. Now is there not ſufficient Reafor 
and Cauſe, that ſuch an holy, and f(in-hating God, ſhould 
expreſs his hatred againſt fin, by appointing the {inner 
unto a deſerved Death? 

The fourth Reaſon; For Gods inflexible Righteou!- 
neſs, Juſtice, Truth and Faithfulneſs ſake, which do ob- 
lige him to appoint ſinful mankind unto death. I have 
ſufficiently proved before, That (in deſerves death, that 
death is ſins wages, that God is (ins pay-maſter 3 God hath 
threatned fin with death, and therefore his Juſtice, Righ- 
teouſneſs, Truth and Faithfulneſs do oblige him to give 
fin its wages, by appointing the ſinner unto a deſerved 


death. 
Object 
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Objedt. zut though there be ſufficient Reaſons, why 
wicked men ſhould dye ; yet what reaſon is there why good 
wen ſhould dye f 
Anſw. Becauſe they have (in in them, as well as others. 
ObjeR. But zt is pardoned to them: why then ſhould they 
dye £ 
” dnl Such is Gods extream hatred againſt ſin, that 
he cannot but ſome way or other expreſs it, whereſoever 
he finds it, though in his deareſt Servants. God will have 
all the World take notiee of it, That he hates fin, aslin; 
not becauſe ſuch a perſon commits it, Micah 1. 5, if Ja- 
cob (in, Jacob ſhall dye for it. 


Object. Put righteouſneſs is ſaid to deliver from death, 
Prov. 11. 4. 

Anſw. This 1s not to be underſtood of a natural and 
corporeal death, but of an eternal death ;z not of the firlt, 
but of the ſecond death : Grace will priviledg thoſe that 
have it, from the damnation of Hel}, but not from the 
darkneſs of the Grave ; Grace will ſecure the Soul from 
an eternal ſeparation from God, but it will not ſecure the 
Body from a temporal ſeparation from the Soul. 

ObjeR. Chriſt hath dyed for them, why then ſhould 
they dye 2 

Anſw. Godly perſons dye not to fatisfie juſtice, but 
for other ends. 

I. To befreed from fin, which will not be until death. 

2. Tocaſe them of their troubles, which will not be 
till death. Here in this World many are the afii'frions of 
the Righteous, Pſel. 34 193 But at death (and not be- 
fore) they are delivered from all fin and trouble, Rev. 21.4. 

3- That they may go to their Father, Savicur, and 
home , the habitude and nature of death is cha'ged to 
them : That which is penal in death, is now gone; death 
15 not adeſtruftion to them, but a delivery. 

SY Object. 
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Obje(t. But it is ſaid, that the righteews periſh (viz. 
by death, Ta. 57.1,2. 

Anſw. Nothing elſe is intended by it, but this, they 
dye, they give over living in this World; and this is not 
to their loſs, but to their great gain and advantage, as it 
there follows, They are taken away from the evil to come, 
They reſt in their beds, each of them walking in his up- 
rightneſs. . If this be prong, tis good periſhing in this 
ſenſe. Death is one of the Legacies bequeathed to the 
Chriſtian by his once dying, but now ever-living Huſ- 
band Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Cor. 3. 22. 

5. I comenow to the laſt thing propounded in my m*- 
thod; namely, what uſe we are to make of it. 

Uſe 1. Firſt then, we learn from hence, That death is a 
thing unavoidable; for it God hath appointed it, who 
ſhall! diſappoint it? Human - appointments come to 
nothing _ God is againſt them, but Divine appoint- 
ments ſhall ſtand, Pſal. 33. 10, 11. Prev. 19. 21. Lan: 
3-37+- 

There are Two ſorts of Divine appointments, 

What ſhould be. ' 
What ſhall be. 

1, What ſhould be : He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what 
is right : and what, doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy Go? 
Micah 6.7, 8. God hath appointed that -men ſhould be 
ſober, temperate, trne, heneſt, juſt and ſquare -n their 
dealings; God hath appainted, that men ſhould read, 
hear, pray, repent, believe, be convitted, and live holily. 
Theſe appointments of the Divine Majeſty, are dayly dil- 
appointed and violated by wicked and ungodly men. 

2. God hath appointed what.ſhall be: Of this. nature 
are.the things ſpoken of in my Text : God hath appoint- 
ed, that men muſt dye, and come to judgment ; and it is 

: 10+ 
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infinitely impoſſible that any of theſe appointments ſhould 
be fruſtrated : we may as eaſily ſtop the Sun from ſetting, 
as hjader the Sun of Life from ſetting in death z we may 
as eaſily prevent the darkneſs of the night from over- 
ſpreading the earth, as deliver our ſelves from the dark- 
neſs of the grave. 

1, If Beauty could have done it, Abſoloms had not dyed. 

2. If Riches could have done it. the Rich Glutton 
would not have dyed and gone into Hell, Lake 16. 

23. If a cunning head-piece could have done it, Achi- 
tophel had not dyed. 

4. If ſtrength of Arms, then Sampſon, Gideon, Alex- 
ander the Great, Ceſar and Pompey, Cum multis aliis, 
had not dyed. 

. 5, If a heart after Gods own heart, then David had not 
yed. 

6. If meekneſs, then Moſes had not dyed, 

7. If patience, then Job had not dyed. 

8. If humility, zeal, and abounding in. the work of 
the Lord, could have priviledged from death, St. Pay! 
had not dyed, 

9. And Laſtly, Yea, the Lord Jeſus, though he had 
the ſpirit without meaſure, and was free from all fin, both 
original and aQtua], yet death diflolved the principles of 
his human nature for a while, and ſent his Soul to Para- 


gdice, and his Body to the Sepulchre, 7/2. 53. 8,9. 


The Landlord,the greateſt Landlord is but a Tenant for 
a ſhort term of Life, unto.the moſt High Lord of all the 
World. 

The Lawyer, who writes Leaſes for a Thouſand years, 
muſt yield to death before he hath reached One hundred 
years. 

The Phyſician, who profeſſeth it is his employment to 
preſerve others: lives, muſt when the appointed time is 
comgloſchis own, Ca * The 
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The conquering Soldier muſt dye, as well as the con- 
quered enemy who lyes {laughtered at his feet. 

The Divine who ſhews others the way of Life, mult at 
laſt be cut off by Death, Zach. 1. 5, Tour fathers where are 
they? and the prophets, do they live forever ? No, they 
mult dye as well as other men. Though ſome do eſcape 
out of the hands of Death for a longer ſpace than others 
do, yet Death meets with them at laſt. 

Serius aut Citins metam properamimn ad unam: Like Peter 
and Johs, we run who can come firſt to the Sepulchre, and 
all this happeus, becauſe Death is appointed to all men: 

Uſe 2. This point doth yield forth unto us a (ingular 
Argument for Chriſtian patience 3 when our dear Rela- 
tions, and Chriſtian Friends are taken away from us by 
Death, fhall we murmur and repine at what God hath ap- 
pointed, and fay, if this thing had been done, and that 
thing had been done, (as Martha to Chriſt, If thou hadſi 
been here ) my Brother, my Father, my Husband, my 
Wife, -my Child had not dyed ? Is not this a thwarting of 
the Doctrine now delivered ? Do we forget that bcth 
Death it ſelf, and all the particular circumſtances relating 
to it, are unchangeably appointed by Gods inſuperable 
nower and providence, who worketh all things accord- 
Ing to the counſel of his own wilt? Well then, if God 
hath appointed-theſe things, let not us repine at, and find 
fault with them ; but meekly ſubmit to Gods order, fay-* 
ing, either as Job 1. 21, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord or as the 
Diſciples, 4s 21. 14, The will of the Lord be done, and 
weekly and diligently prepare to take our lot: 

Uſe 3. Of reproaf of mens ſeldom thoughts of Death. 

Evidences of it to convince them, are ſuch as theſe. 

1. Their ſeldom. ſpeeches of: Death: Ot of the abun- 
dance of the heart, the month ſpeaketh. If there were a- 
*  bundance 
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bundance of thoughts of death in mens hearts, there 
would be abundance of ſpeeches about death heard to 
come out of their mouths;but how ſeldom do we hear men 
ſpeak of death, unleſs it be at Funerals ! 

2, Mens (light thoughts of ſin. Did men think of the 
wages, they would have leſs mind to the work. Death is 
the wages of = Therefore it is an Argument men do 
little think of death, ſeeing they do with Solomons Fool 
make a mock of ſin? Did the Thief and the Murtherer 
think much of the Gallows, they wouid not ſo eaſily take 
thoſe courſes which will bring them toit. 

3- Mens reſting in a natural and unregenerate ſtate. 
Nothing more terrible, than for Death to meet a man in a 
natural and unregenerate condition 3 to ſuch an one death 
IS T6y gofigar gubrcuraTy, the moſt terrible of terribles: la 
ſuch a caſe man is undone for ever. 

A man were better to lye down to (leep in a Chamver 
all on fire, then willingly to lye down in a carnal (tate, 
Where Death meets a man in a carnal (tate, he kills Body 
and Soul too ; he doth not only divide the Body from the 
Soul for a while, but he divides alſo the Soul from God 
for ever; he ſends not only the body to the Grave, but 
the Soul to Hell. 

4. Mets worldlineſs, in the cleaving of - their hearts to 
this preſent World. 

5. Mens impatience under Loſles, Croffes and Aﬀiti- 
ons. Hold forth faith and patience (laid Sir Fohbn Picker- 
ing a little before his death) your work is almoſt at an end. 
So, did men think that death is appointed, which will put 
an end to all the troubles of this Life, they would be the 
leſs troubled at the evils which they meet with here. 

- SN—_ of theſe ſeldom thoughts of death, are 

e: 


t. Nothing more common than death: It is the cuſtom 
of 
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of all places for people to dye z whatever they differ in, 
they agree in this. OESET 

2,- Nothing more certain than death : you (ee it is ap- 
pointed by God 3 and if God hath appointed it, 'tis be- 
yond mans power to alter it. | 

3- Nothing more uncertain than the time when, the 
place where, and the manner how we ſha]! dye 3 God o1- 
ly knows this, Heb. 1. 7. Pſal-31.15, Our times are in 
Gods hands. 

4. We may dye ſuddenly, be well one hour, and dead 
thenext, 

5. Death is one of the weighticlt matters that do con- 
cera men3 Two things will ealily and ſufficiently proveit, 

Firſt, We can dye but once. 

Secondly, We are by death (tated for Eternity. 

1. A mancandye but oncez. A man may be ſick often, 
and recover again . but he.can dye but once, Job 14. 14. 
If a man dye, (ball he live again? No, he ſhall not; when 
he 1s once out of the World, he {hall retura intg it no 
more. Therefore what is to be done but once, had necd 
be well done; and (o it cannot, without many thoughts 
about it. [That this dying once had need bea ; &4 well, 
will eaſily appear, if you conſider what is the. next thing, 

- 2. Namely, That when a man is once dead, he is (tated 
for Eternity : Though Death ends his Life, as to his Lite, 
yet 1t doth not end his being : My Text tells you that 
there is ſomething beyond death, 7t is appointed unto men 

" once to dye, and after this comes the judgment. As ſoon 
as any one is dead, kis Soul ſprings immediately into the 
preſence of the Divine and Eteraal Majeſty ; and there 
reckons ſtriftly for his whole Life 3 after which, he is by 1 
an irreyerlible doom and.ſenatence, immediately delivered 
over into an eternal and unchangeable condition of Hap- 
pines or :Miſery, 1a Heaven or. Hell 3 .out-of gs h 
= | | whic 
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which, there is no poſſibility of our coming, as long 
as God is God; if any thing be amiſs one moment after 
death, there can be no ſetting of it right again; but the 
poor creature mult ſuffer for his folly, and unexcuſable 
negle@; the infinite and unquenchable wrath of an eternal 
God, throughout all eternity : Death doth not end, but 
change our beings and conditions, Job 14. 14, It is called 
a change, AU the days of mine appointed time will I wait, 
until my change come. As the Tree falls, ſo it lyes, either 
to the North of Gods Judgment, or to the South of his 
Mercy. As Death leaves us, ſoEternity will hold us for 
ever. Theſe things duly conſidered of, do aggravate 
former negleCs, and mightily oblige us to greater care 
and diligence for the time to come. 

Uſe 4. Well then, in the fourth and laſt place, let the 
conlideration of theſe things engage us to be wiſe, to re- 
member this, and rightly to conſider our latter end, As 
God wiſheth us, Dext. 32. 29, So to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdow, according as 
Moſes prayeth, P/al. go. 12. 

To this-end letus labour to think of Death, 

Frequently. 

Seriouſly. 

Applicatively. 

Purpoſingly and Providingly. 

1. Let us labour to think of Death frequently, not 
only at ſuch a time as this, when you ſce or hear of one 
dead, or are hearing of a Funeral-Sermon ; but at other 
times; yea, more or leſs every day, Tota vita ſit mortis 
meditatio. 

1. When you ſee the Surſetting, think that very ſhort- 
ly the Sun of yourlives will ſet upon you, never more to 
riſeagain upon'you. Till the morning of your refurrectt- 
on, your place will know you no more. 

2, When : 
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2. When youfced upon the creatures at. your Tables, 
Oh thiak, that very ſhortly the crawling Worms will be 
ſweetly feeding, and feaſting themſelves upon our carkal- 
es 1n the grave. 

3. When you put off your Clothes at night, and go mto 
the Bed, think that you muſt ſhortly put off this earthly 
Tabernacle of your bodies ; bid adicu for ever to what- 
ſoever you could call your own in this World, Houſcs, 
Lands, Gardens, Orchards, Horſes, Cows, Sheep, Corn, 
Money, Husband, Wife, Children, Friends ; I ſay, thin! 
that ſhortly you muſt be (tript of all this, home to your 
ſhirr,. to your winding ſheet, and go to your Graves, as 
into your Beds; and never wake more, until the mory. 
ing of your Reſurretion, Oh! Walk and talk more or 
I<fs with Death every day 3 the better acquainted you arc 
with Death now, the leſs terrible he wih be unto you, 
when he comes to ſerve his Commiſion upon you, and 
tranilate you into Eternity. 

2. Think upon Death ſeriouſly, How can you do 0- 
therwiſe, if you rightly underſtand what Death is ? It 
doth not end,. but change the ſtate and condition of your 
Bodies; it drives you cut of one World into another: out 
of a Temporal, into an Eternal World. Death wi: 
prove a bottomleſs Grave, either to your fins and (orrows, 
or to your Souls comfort and happineſs : It will cut 
off for ever, either from the fears of Hell, or from » 
hopes of Heaven. It will deliver you unto Judgm: 
and Judgment will deliver you over cternally and | 
chaageably, either to Heaven or Hell : And thoſe are 1 
matters to be carelefly conſidered of. How can you thi. 
upon ſuch grave, weighty, and infinitely important thin 
without abundance of ſeriouſneſs? It muſt: needs mz. 
thy heart quake, if thou art wicked, or doubtful w': 
ther thy caſe be a Caſe of Salvation, tothink upon dr: 
with aay deliberation, 3. Th: 
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- -3. Think upon Death Applicatively. Think upon 
your own death z bring home your thoughts of death 
unto your own cale., General thoughts of Death will 
do you no good. Oh think, that there is an unavodiable 
time coming,when you your ſelves muſt dye; when all the 
Money & Friends you have,and all the ski)l of Phyticians 
will be infinitely unable to deliver you out of the hands 
of death. Conſider to this purpoſe, what I have ſaid be- 
fore in the clearing and proving of this Dottrine, and 
bring it down to your own particular cafe, by a cloſe and 
applying meditation. Aud that you may the better do 
it with profit and advantage, be ſure that you call in 
Gods help to the work : Fyxcept the Lord bnild the City, 
they labour in vain who build it. Putup David's prayer, 
Pſal. 39. 4, Lord teach me to know mine end, and the 
number of my days, that I may know how frail I am. And 
Moſes his Petition, Pſal. go. 12, 80 teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply onr hearts unto wiſdom. Oh! 
think, how viny ſhortly it will be faid of you ( as you 
have often heard ſaid of others) that you are dead, and 
your deareſt Friends will be weeping together, and be- 
wailing the loſs of your company. Oh! thiak, that 
ſhortly your grave will be digged, and your dead Bodies 
laid up by your Friends 1 it 3 as now this office is done 
towards our deceaſed Brother. Oh ! think that ſhortly 
I ſhall ſee man no more here upon earth 3 but the face of 
my Judg, hear my doom, and be an eternal Companion, 
either with Chriſt, the holy Ghoſt. Saints and Angels in 
everlaſting Glory ; or an eteraal Companion with Devils 
and damned; S$fouls in everlaſting Torments. 

4. And Laſtly, Think upon Death preparingly and 
providingly, or. elſe whatever thoughts of Death you 
may have, will cqme to nothing... This is the end of all 
the other ; The endaf your frequent ſerious'Applicatory 
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thoughts of death Þ, that you may prepare and provide 
againſt it, And truly this I hope is the end of my prezch- 
ing, and ſhould be the end of your hearing. Therefore 

ive me leave to ſpeak ſomething to you, but very brief. 
y, by way of direQion how to prepare for Death ; and 
then I (hall conclude my Sermon. 

1. DireFion, Do that upon your ſelves in life, which 
God will do upon you at death: And that is, judg your 
ſelves; for God will judg you at death. My Text te!ls 
you this 3 Oh! therefore prevent God; ſet up a Quarter- 
Seſſions in your own Souls; let Conſcience be Accuſcr, 
Witneſs and Judg ; Judg your ſelves, and fo you ſhall 
not be judged, asto be condemned by the Lord, 1 Cor. 
II. 31: many do juſtifie themſelves, and raſhly cenſure, 
judg and condemn others; theſe perſons take a prepoſte. 
rous courſe to prepare for death: but do you contrary, 
be charitable in judging others, ſevere in judging your 
ſelves. | 

2. DireJion, Get the ſting of death Ewhick is ſin ) 
taken out by repentance, and making your peace with 
God ; Oh, labour to bury your fins, before death doth 
bury your Bodies. 

1. Labour to bury the loveof fin in the grave of Re- 
pentance, by getting hearts weaned from ſin, and incenſed 
with implacable indignation agaialt it, 

2. Bury the guilt of ſin, in the grave of Gods bottom- 
leſs mercies, and Chrilt's boundleſs merits, by appre- 
hending-and applying the promiſes of Mercy and Pardon, 
Iſa. 55-7: AOLITE. . 

3. Bury the power of (in inthe grave of Regeneration. 
Sin will he a very horrible companion to go with you out 
of the Warld:; thereforerid- your felves as much as you 
can of, it ja-yaur-life time: Make' yo peter with God, 
wwleſt thou artin the way, "'whileſt thou att here's ac- 
quaint 


C23) 
quaint your ſelyes with God, and be at peace: So, much 
good will come to you by death; '&lfe death will be ia- 
finitely terrible to you. ; 

3. DireFion, Get an intereſt in Chrift, labour with St. 
Pal to be found in him, not having on our own righte- 
ouſneſs which is of the Law 3 but that which is by Faith, 
even the righteouſneſs of God by faith, Phzl. 3. 9g. Death 
will be very terrible to Chriſtleſs perlons, Jobr 3. 18, 36. 
John 8. 24. Mark 16.15. 

4. Dire#ion, Get Grace and Holineſs into your hearts 
and lives, elſe when you dye you will be undone for e- 
ver, John3.3. A@s 3.19. Heb. 12.14. Mr. Bolton ſaid, 
on his Death-bed to his Children, That he hoped none of 
them durſt think of meeting him at that great Tribunal, in 
an unregenerate ifate, 

5. Dire@ion, Buckle your ſelves to an Holy Life, Heb. 
12.14, 

6. Diredion, Make even accounts with God every 
day. Conſtant and even accounts make long friends, [I 
am ſure it is ſo here. As thou doſt renew thy (ins, fo 
labour every day to renew repentance for, and from fin x 
and renew Faith in the Blood of Chriſt : This is the way 
to make God and you long friends. 

7- DireJdion, Count every day your laſt day. 

Ommnen crede diem t1bi diluxiſſe ſupremun. 

And ſeeing every day may prove our laſt day, we have 
need to ſtrive, that every diy may prove our beſt day 
and as we grow 'inyears, To to grow Trgrace and vertue: 

8. Dire4ion, And Laſtly, fend dayly more and more 
of your atieQions to Heaven; labour with the Apoſtle to 
dye day'y, 1 Cor. 15.31. The way to live when we dye, 
is to be dying whileſt we live: To be dying dayly. Death 
1s not ſo (trong to thoſe, whoſe natural (trength hath been 
waſted with {ickneſs, as to thoſe that have been but = 

ays 


7. $53 FE ” , ” 
ſick. - -The: weaned” your hearts are from” the 
World now, the more eaſie will your paſſage out of the 
World bethen. The more your hearts are ſet upon Hea- 
ven in your life-time, the more willing you will be, that 
your Souls ſhould go thither at your death. 


Do this, and live for ever. Amea, 


| | 
: 
| | 
E 
' 
y 
t 


| 
, 
: 
: 
1 " 
| 0 
L 


yy ——9o CC. 
att Ee AI 
— w *% : < 
- TIF 
- . 
= - 
*. 


Toa 


WP ay 


» 
" © » 


